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Story Theatre, a 

Show to Remember 
By Meghan Hall 

   Coming soon to an auditorium 

near you - Story Theatre! South's 

Fall Play this year is going to be 

great, as the cast and crew have 

been working hard to pull off  this 

show. 

    Everyone is buzzing about the 

show - from the cast to the director 

to the crew. Junior Lindsay Acker 

and sophomore Allie Hammonds, 

two performers in the show, had 

nothing but excitement and posi-

tive thoughts to share about Story 

Theatre. 

   When  Allie explained what her 

favorite thing about being in Story 

Theatre was, she said, "I like acting 

with my friends, and I love how for 

this particular play, we get to be 

more creative and use improv." 

   "I like that we get to work to-

gether and really become a family, 

because we're all working together 

and making memories,” said Lind-

say. “The biggest difference be-

tween this show and other shows... 

 

South’s volleyball team won regionals against Honeoye Falls on 

Saturday, November 8. They are headed to Glens Falls this week-

end to compete for the state championship. Go Billies! 

 

Continued on page 6  
Inside this Issue 

The Real 

Deal with 

Ebola 

 Midterm Elections Don’t Close Quietly   
  By Rachel Whalen    

 

    The inklings of  Republicans taking both the House and 

the Senate in this election rose in nearly unanimous swells 

from all corners of  the media. While Democrats struggled 

to maintain their slipping grip with little hope, the victo-

ries lie in the hands of  the Grand Old Party after this mid-

term election of  2014.   

    The Washington Post was no exception to this media 

frenzy in the GOP’s favor: in the article “Republicans...  

Continued on page 8 
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By Rachel Whalen 

      

     Chronic college application sickness is the new 

strain of senioritis. While many so-called “experts” 

characterize senioritis as a sharp increase in seniors 

opting out of school, it’s all too easy to overlook 

this fresh, extremely mobile college application ail-

ment. 

     Common symptoms for this college application 

sickness include (but are not limited to) acceptance 

paranoia, application essay anxiety, and an irra-

tional fear of open houses. 

     So how can these application headaches best be 

alleviated, and at what point can we expect our 

immunities to kick in? 

     Terri Jacobs, one of South’s guidance counse-

lors, claims that organization is key. 

     “That’s a really big thing in terms of pulling to-

gether what they need for their full application,” 

she said. “The most active thing that they should 

be doing right now is working on their essays, mak-

ing sure they attend those Open Houses for the 

schools that they haven’t visited yet, and then ask-

ing teachers for their recommendation letters.” 

     Seniors are not unsupported: the untapped re-

sources around the school are numerous, especially 

in the Career Center. 

     “There are so many different resources,” said 

Lynn Nosky, who works in South’s Career Center. 

“There’s a lot of different college and career books 

that can be checked out, and magazines that are 

free that they can use for college prep.” 

    Seniors should also be aware of upcoming dates 

and information sessions. Students are encouraged 

to take advantage of the college representatives 

that visit South. 

     “In the Career Center where college reps are 

coming in, students should be listening up to see if 

their schools or schools of interest are coming to 

the Career Center so they can come in and have 

that additional contact with somebody from ad-

missions,” said Jacobs. 

    “You’ll hear announcements the day that a col-

lege comes to visit. They’ll usually set up in the Ca-

reer Center, if we’re closed they’ll be in Guidance,” 

said Nosky. “My suggestion is to get a pass from 

your teacher to come visit the college, or if it’s 

your free period just stop in. We have many colleg-

es coming in during November.” 

    College representatives usually come in …  

 A New Strain of  “Senioritis” 

  Senior Success — Some seniors never gave up in high school or in life.  

    Can you recognize these celebrities form their high school pictures? 

George Clooney 

-Actor, filmmaker 

Derek Jeter 

-Professional athlete 

Jimmy Fallon 

-Comedian  

Angelina Jolie 

-Actress, filmmaker 

Continued on next page 
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SENIORITIS  from previous page 

 

for a single class period, and information about who is coming at what times is available on WITS as 

well. But what should we be looking out for in this great search for the perfect fit? 

    “Students have to go to a place where they’re going to feel really comfortable. So being able to look at 

the dorms, the food, the surrounding community, what sort of social atmosphere is happening at that 

college setting is a big key to your comfort and your longevity at that college,” Jacobs said. 

    Magda Kokinos, a college-bound senior and hopeful equine exercise physiology major, has successful-

ly completed her nine applications and has lived to tell the tale. 

    “Most of them had individual applications, so the whole idea of the Common App didn’t really benefit 

me,” she explained. “I was surprised about how expensive they are and how involved they are. Luckily 

I know exactly what I want to do, so this process was not nearly as daunting as I expected it to be.” 

    Magda’s biggest advice to future seniors? 

    “Start really early and try to get your essays done before school starts. You don’t want to have to 

worry about it during school and sports.” 

    The world may never know a cure for application stress; history has proven its inevitability. There 

are some ways, however, to ease the symptoms. 

Out of the Blue 

By Olivea Wiggins 

    More likely than not, we’ve all heard about the 

Berlin Wall in some sort of history class (but hon-

estly, how many of us were really listening?). Built 

in August of 1961, it tore the lives of families and 

friends apart as they were forced to say goodbye. 

The wall was built by the German Democratic Re-

public (GDR) to separate East Berlin and the rest 

of Germany. It was 850 miles long, and 12 feet 

high. The worlds on either side could not be more 

different. On the outside, freedom. This could be 

seen by the abundance of graffiti on it. But on the 

inside, there was what they called “death strip” fol-

lowed by a painfully harsh life.  For twenty eight 

years, the wall stood and tensions rose. 

    That all changed on November 9th, 1989 when 

the wall, after many years and many more lives 

lost, fell. This Sunday was the twenty fifth anni-

versary of the fall and celebrations were taking 

place worldwide. More than one million people,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Berliners and tourists from across the world, gath-

ered around the remnants of the wall to pay tribute 

to those who had lost their lives because of it. Ac-

cording to NBC News, 8,000 illuminated balloons 

were placed around where the wall once stood and 

are to be released into the sky by the victims of the 

wall. Pictures of those who died as they tried to es-

cape East Berlin were being screened during a 

street party organized by the German government. 

     

The Fall of  the Berlin Wall: 25 Years Later 

Continued on next page 

NBC News’s picture of Hulda, 3, as she places flowers in 

between slats of the former Berlin Wall at the Berlin Wall 

Memorial at Bernauer Strasse on Sunday, Nov. 9, 2014, 

in Berlin, Germany 
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Our Mission 

Statement: 

As your faithful student 

newspaper, Out of  the 

Blue is a monthly publi-

cation that strives to 

reach the ethical and 

professional standards 

of  a prominent news 

source. We strive to 

meet your expectations 

in accuracy and integri-

ty while also promoting 

awareness of  important 

events occurring locally 

and throughout the 

world. 

Yours sincerely,  

The Out of  the Blue staff 

BERLIN WALL continued from previous page 

 

    This celebration, however, 

was not just a party. Mournful 

music was played, flowers were 

laid down by children. Remem-

bering the pain of  the wall, 

German Chancellor Angela 

Merkel said, “This concrete 

symbol of  state tyranny 

brought millions to where they could not tolerate it anymore.” Then 

she said with hope, “But we have the power to create. We can change 

things for good.” The Berlin Wall Memorial is a place in which the 

city pauses to process the darker times behind them. Even a section 

of  death strip was preserved for this purpose. 

    This week, for millions of  people, is a hugely significant week in 

history. Families were reunited, freedom was something that could be 

seen and felt for so many who had no idea what the concept even 

was. The fall of  the Berlin Wall was not just some boring thing to 

learn about in school. Turns out it’s a pretty big deal, and our world 

would look a lot different had it still been up. 

     

          

    Hello, I’m Slingwing; call me that as an artistic 

pseudonym. I’m going to go through Reflections for 

you, a program I think is a great idea.  

    What is Reflections, you may ask? Reflections is a 

program of the National PTA that gives students the 

ability to express their response to a theme through 

any artistic venture they please, such as interpretive 

dance, photography, art, and painting.  

  This year’s theme is “The World Would Be a Better 

Place If…” Students will take a jab at answering this 

question through their presentations for prizes ($25 

Gift Certificate, $50 Gift Certificate, and a free schol-

arship) across 4 levels of competition (Local, Region-

al, State, and National).      

     

 

    The arts are a vast, expressive place anyone can 

excel in; after all, art is very subjective, and everyone 

has differing opinions on what is a pile of feces and 

what is a mountain of gold. Afraid you’ll fail? At the 

end of the day, the worst artist is the one that doesn’t 

try, not the one that has the “worst” work. Don’t be 

afraid to get out there and express yourself.  

    The Reflections deadline is Monday, December 1. 

Any questions? Ask Mr. McGreevy for more info. 

Thanks for listening,  

Slingwing 

8,000 balloons commemorate the fall of Berlin 

Wall ~ Photo courtesy of Daniel Buche 

The “Slingwing Reporter” on Reflections Contest 
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A New Way to Look at Black Friday 
By Maureen O’Malley     

    Every year, the Friday after 

Thanksgiving is acknowledged as the 

first day of the holiday shopping sea-

son.  Millions of Americans wake up 

before the sun to ensure they get the 

best deals.  For years this 

has been a tradition, but 

where did it all begin? 

    According to National 

Geographic, the first 

Black Friday was in 

1924, coinciding with the 

Macy’s Thanksgiving 

Day parade.  Businesses had realized 

that holiday sales would increase if 

prices were discounted.  At first, only 

toys and electronics went on sale, but 

as the holiday gained popularity, it ex-

panded to clothes and even furniture. 

    But why “Black” Friday? 

    According to the BBC, before com-

puters and tablets, companies would 

write their sales down on paper in col-

ored pens:  red for losses and black for 

profit.  If sales were good, the company 

would be “in the black,” hence the 

term “Black Friday,” as businesses 

hoped for a successful start to the holi-

day shopping season.  In fact, many 

department stores have November 1st 

as the start of their year in the hopes 

that their Black Friday sales will be so 

successful so as to start the year off “in 

the black.”   

    As the obsession grew, Americans 

wanted Thanksgiving and Black  

 

Friday to be earlier, giving shoppers an 

extra week to prepare for the holidays. 

So President Franklin Roosevelt 

passed a law which moved Thanksgiv-

ing up one week.  Unfortunately, peo-

ple rebelled, claiming that the 

new date messed up their holi-

day plans and decided to cele-

brate on the usual date. Presi-

dent Roosevelt heard of peo-

ple’s reactions, so he and Con-

gress passed a new law, instat-

ing Thanksgiving as the fourth 

Thursday of November. 

    As the years have gone by, many 

studies have been done to see how ob-

sessed people really are with Black Fri-

day.  USA Today reports that Ameri-

cans spent $12.3 billion on Black Fri-

day in 2013. It turns out that when 

someone goes through pain and effort 

to achieve a goal, such as staying up to 

go shopping, the goal is justified, no 

matter how crazy it seems.  After a 

sleepless night, deals seem amazing no 

matter how good they actually are.   

    Despite hundreds of millions of dol-

lars spent, Black Friday is slowly dis-

appearing and Grey Thursday is taking 

over.  Many stores are opening earlier 

and earlier, trying to make as much 

money as possible.  

    This year, Black Friday is on No-

vember 28th, and will officially start 

the holiday season. 

Special  

Birth-

days! 

By Lauren Smith 

Check out what ce-

lebrities have 

their birthdays on 

Thanksgiving! 

 

    Bruce Lee 

 

A martial arts 

icon, actor, 

and film maker. 

 

    Jimi Hendrix 

 

An iconic rock and 

roll guitarist. 

 

    Bill Nye 

 

A television host 

starring in 

“Bill Nye the Sci-

ence Guy.” 

 

 

www.billnye.com 
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FALL PLAY continued from page 1 

is that we get to be in every scene and work together a ton. I am so excited to work on this show." 

    The entire cast seemed very excited and ready to work at their rehearsal. 

     Mr. Paolini, the director of Story Theatre and Drama Club advisor, described how he felt about work-

ing with this particular cast and what the cast had been focusing on thus far. "We had a lot of seniors 

graduate last year that were a part of our plays and Drama Club,” he said. “This cast is mostly under-

classmen, and I am excited to work with people I haven't worked with before. Story Theatre is a great 

play, and we're working a lot on becoming an ensemble and working together. It's a great cast that I'm 

extremely excited to work with." 

    Maddie Verrall, a co-president of stage crew, explained that she was excited about the play itself, and 

that most of the play will take place in a forest-like setting.  

    Everyone is thrilled about this show, and the anticipation is building up to opening night. Don't for-

get to come support your classmates as they perform Story Theatre on November 13th, 14th, and 15th! 

By Rachel Whalen 

    In the sharp pace of a dreary world, the bril-

liant personalities of those that we pass in the 

exhaustion of our day to day lives are often lost 

on us. 

    But perhaps the freshest shade of South’s rep-

ertoire is the vibrant figure tucked between the 

shelves of the second floor. It’s her fingers that 

craft the library displays, her voice between the 

books that carries the slight softness of a south-

ern breeze in its delicate emulation. 

    Originally from Richmond, Virginia, Dawn 

Cobb’s life has progressed from growing up with 

four sisters, among whom she is the second 

youngest, to now having two daughters of her 

own. She has also been married for 25 years. 

    A sewer, a knitter, an active participant in 

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Incorporated, and a 

graduate of Virginia Union University, Cobb 

wasn’t always the master of books we know her 

to be today. Her first and true passion is science. 

    “I always wanted to be an optometrist, that 

was my first dream. But then I became married 

and I started substituting at one of the schools, 

and from there I went into education,” she said. 

    Her prosperous 

career as a middle 

school math and 

science teacher 

came to a sudden 

halt when her 

husband got a job 

transfer to Buffa-

lo, New York. 

   “After teaching 

20 years I found 

that I wasn’t cer-

tified to teach here in the state of New York,” 

she said. She is currently looking into achieving 

certification as a New York State librarian or as 

a New York State teacher. 

    A former childhood adventurer, high school 

volleyball athlete, and “pompom” girl in her ad-

olescent neighborhood, Cobb, like most mothers, 

keeps her superhero cape neatly tucked away 

behind dusty memorabilia and a past stowed 

away. We covet her knowledge, wisdom, and 

gentle reminders to keep us on task, as she con-

tinues to be a breath of fresh southern air for 

students and faculty alike. 

Faculty Feature: Ms. Cobb 
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By Lizzie Seward 

    Ebola. The word itself, not par-

ticularly easy to pronounce, but 

sticks to your brain once you 

hear it. The deadly disease has 

been taking thousands of lives 

since it was first discovered in 

1976. The latest outbreak in West 

Africa has millions of inhabitants 

across the globe wondering, what 

will happen next?  

    Many individuals fear the virus 

will take over in their region, but 

enterovirus is the real threat. 

Let’s dissolve some myths about 

Ebola and uncover the truth 

about enterovirus. 

    It seems that whenever you 

change the TV channel to CNN, 

crazy headlines are making their 

way onto the screen, like “Ebola 

czar.” Many people get so worked 

up about this virus because it is 

so deadly. Also, rumors surround-

ing how the virus is spread can be 

confusing. According to CNN, 

Ebola can only  be spread  

through direct contact of bodily 

fluids from an infected person 

who is showing symptoms. Some-

one who is showing symptoms 

will most likely feel too ill to go 

out and will have a slim chance 

to spread the virus.  On the other 

hand, enterovirus can be spread 

by germs in the air and on con-

taminated surfaces, a much 

quicker way to infect Americans. 

    Furthermore, uneducated citi-

zens have taken to social media 

on how they feel on the Ebola 

outbreak. This will only cause the 

spread of misinformation to the 

masses. 

    A recent White House press 

release states that since the out-

break in March, Ebola has taken 

almost 5,000 lives. However, 

many of these cases were in West 

Africa, where there are not ade-

quate health care facilities or 

communication records. Only one 

case outside of Africa has resulted 

in death, and that is because the 

 hospital that the individual was 

treated at failed to recognize the 

disease at first and was not well 

enough prepared to treat Ebola. 

    The New York Times reports 

that enterovirus has been sweep-

ing the nation since early August. 

Early symptoms can be confused 

with a common cold and can 

quickly progress to paralysis and 

respiratory compromise, especial-

ly in children with preexisting 

respiratory illnesses. The disease 

swept through America within a 

month, whereas it took Ebola al-

most 7 months to reach the US. 

Airborne viruses can spread much 

more efficiently than pathogens 

that take direct contact with 

body fluids to pass around. 

    When it really boils down to it, 

Ebola is not a real threat to 

Americans: it is the enterovirus. 

With proper education, we can 

help our nation learn how to pro-

tect itself to lead healthier lives. 

Ebola vs. Enterovirus: The Real Story 

 

    We are very excited about     

our first edition of  this new 

newspaper! 

    Congratulations to Charlene 

Sardo for winning our name 

contest! Thank you to everyone 

for your submissions! 

Calling photographers 

and writers: 

We need your  help! Come to a 

newspaper meeting next Fri-

day morning in room 133 if  

you’re interested in contrib-

uting to our publication. 

 

School club? Local business? 

Want advertising? 

Let us know! Contact us at 

willsouthpaper@gmail.com for 

more information.  

 

Welcome to Out of the Blue! 
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By Katie Peter 

    The city of Buffalo has been 

abuzz in the recent weeks at the 

news of a Hollywood film setting 

up camp at the former Millard 

Fillmore Gates Circle Hospital. 

    Local news station WGRZ re-

ports that the hospital closed in 

March of 2012 and is set to be de-

molished in the coming months. 

As its final act it will pose as Wal-

ter Reed Hospital in Washington, 

DC. The film, titled Where Heaven 

and Hell Collide, follows the true 

story of Jim Peters, a man on a 

mission to aid military veterans 

who are left physically and emo-

tionally scarred from their time 

on the battlefield. 

    Peters and his company, T-

shirts 4 Troops, aid troops in 

their recovery by offering hope 

and encouragement to continue 

living life. T-shirts of Marvel 

superheroes are given to the real 

life superheroes. The movie spe-

cifically examines the stories of 

four different combat heroes 

who are playing themselves in 

this professional depiction of 

their real lives. 

    Lockport’s LaFarge Stone 

Quarry has also been the set of 

select battle scenes for the film. 

    Where Heaven and Hell Col-

lide was written by Greg Rob-

bins and is set to be released in 

2016.  

   Hollywood Movie Films in WNY 

appear to take control of Senate, but hope remains 

for Democrats” written by Dan Balz on November 

1, the tight race predictions mainly supported Re-

publican candidates. It was admitted that the rac-

es would be close, which also held true. The Louisi-

ana Senate race between Mary Landrieu and Bill 

Cassidy, for example, is continuing 

into a runoff election and will not be 

determined until early December. 

Few elections were overwhelming, 

especially in the Senate.     

     Alyona Minkovski of The Huff-

ington Post claims that many Ameri-

cans and much of the media fear greatly for this 

era of Republicans, spearheaded by Mitch 

McConnell, the future Senate Majority Leader. But 

she also claims that this transition may not be as 

dynamic  as we are all led to believe. 

     “If you look at congressional leadership, the 

players remain the same, even if they’ve shifted 

positions for a while,” she said in her feature Mid-

term Elections: We All Lose, which aired Friday, 

November 7. 

     Furthermore, she states that America’s politics 

will hardly ever conceivably shift from its ex-

pectant pull towards special interests, Wall Street, 

and large money donors. 

     “Wall Street will still hold the purse and 

have the ears of those in power. And a two-

party system will be sustained, no matter 

how low the approval ratings get for con-

gress and our other institutions,” she said. 

     Minkovski’s feature lines up with the pre-

midterm Washington Post article in that both 

sources treat the elections with a nonchalant 

shrug. Sure, the majority has changed, but only 

time will tell how dramatically those changes will 

reflect in upcoming legislation. Both sources pre-

dict that nothing will change very dramatically at 

all.        

Overheard  

in the Hall 

Here are some of the funny things 

we’ve overheard in the hall: 

 

“Bond. Covalent bond.” 

 

“Is Super Bowl Sunday on a Fri-

day this year?” 

 

Have you heard anything 

funny this month?  

Submit the crazy things 

you have overheard in 

the hall using the link on 

the WITs homepage! 

MIDTERM ELECTIONS continued from page 1 
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By Lizzie Seward and Katie Peter 

    As we approach Thanksgiving this year, many families will view it 

as a chance to get together, share good company, and enjoy a meal 

around the table. The joyous season lets us remember what we are 

thankful for, and the break from school is always much needed. 

    The story, from which this celebration originates, however, is filled 

with controversy. 

    Thanksgiving was first celebrated  in 1621 by the Pilgrims and Na-

tive Americans. They were celebrating a good harvest season and the 

friendships they had made since arriving from the Mayflower. The 

Native Americans were extremely resourceful to the Pilgrims, as they 

knew how to plant crops, find food, and build shelter. 

    That does not necessarily mean that the two groups were on the 

best of terms. For example, Squanto was a Wampanoag whose village 

once stood exactly where the Plymouth settlement was. His online bi-

ography reveals that his village was wiped out by British explorers 

fifteen years before the pilgrims arrived. Still, he helped the colonists 

hunt and grow crops. In spite of his good will, the feast that the pil-

grims invited the natives to was held for the purpose of negotiating a 

treaty. The pilgrims wanted to claim the Wampanoag land for them-

selves.      

    According to the History News Network, the first time a day of 

thanksgiving was officially named was in 1637. In that same year, Pu-

ritans who had come to settle in the colonies were taking land from 

the Pequot nation, and the Natives fought back in what became one 

of the bloodiest wars ever fought in the colonies. In late 1637, the 

Massachusetts governor called for a day of thanksgiving to celebrate 

the massacre of over 700 Pequots.  This became a tradition, as the 

president now calls for a national day of thanksgiving each year. 

    Meanwhile, the United American Indians of New England gather 

on Thanksgiving Day at Cole’s Hill, which overlooks Plymouth Rock, 

for a “Day of Mourning.” 

   Though its history is dark, a day to relax and socialize with relatives 

is just what a changing society needs. We can keep traditions, as long 

as we associate positive memories with them.  

Is Thanksgiving Really for Celebrating? Top Turkey 

Day Foods 

By Lauren Smith 

 

Top 10 Thanksgiving foods to 

help you get your fill on a food-

filled day! 

 

    10). Green Bean Casserole 

    9). Carrots 

    8). Cranberry Sauce 

    7). Cornbread & Rolls 

    6). Pumpkin Pie 

    5). Sweet Potatoes 

    4). Stuffing 

    3). Mashed Potatoes &        

 Gravy 

    2). Turkey 

    1). Apple Pie  

South Poll: 

 What is your favorite 

holiday food? 

 Answer on the survey link 

to the WITS homepage! 

Find out what your peers 

said in the next issue of  

Out of the Blue. 
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